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XV. A remarkable Tnflance of the happy 
Effect of Musk, in a very, dangerous Cafe ; 
by James Parfons, M. D. F. R. S. 



f™{J eh - 20 -"\ X R. 'Darlington, who lodges at the 
',+>■ • JVX Chtfwe Checfe below Charing- 

Crofs, a Man ot a robuft Habit of Body, was taken 
ill about the Beo'innim; ot December lad oinRkcum- 
atte Fever, attended with the Lofs of thcUie of 
his Limbs, cxccfllvc Pain in every Parr, and Swell- 
ings in his Knees and Hands, with ail the other 
Symptoms ufiial in this kind of Fever: Befides which 
he cough'd up grumous Blood, and had a Pain 
which "was very violent in his right Side, from a Fall 
againft the Edge of a Table, a few Days before he 
was feiz'd with this Fever, which render'd his Cafe 
the more dangerous. 

During the firft ten Days he was attended bv his 
Apothecary only; who, finding him grow worfe, 
propofed a Phyfician, who was accordingly called in, 
and ordet'd a Bleeding, with fuch other Remedies as 
he thought neccflary : This, I underftood, was the 
iecond time he had been let Blood. But the Patient 
bv this time was fo averfe to taking Medicines, that 
he did not duly follow the Method ordcr'd by this 
Gentleman, and at length abfolutely refufed to take 
anv more, and fo difcharscd the Dod:or on the 
fourth Dav of his Attendance. 

On the fif eenth Day of his Illnefs he fent for 
me, having been formerly concerned for fome of 
his Family. I found his Symptoms increafed, and 
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his Difeafc gaining Ground apace. I had him let 
Blood immediately, which was one third Pare Size, 
and ordcr'd it to be repeated, and put him under 
fuch a Resiimen as the State of his Cafe then re- 
quired; but as loon as I was gone, he refufed to 
comply with my Prcfcriptions alfo. I cxpreiVd my 
Concern for his obflinate Temper, and left him on 
my fourth Viiit. 

Thus were eighteen Days palled, and his Cafe 
growing more delpcratc every Day. I heard no more 
of him till five Days after, which was on the twenty- 
third Day of his Difcafc, when I wasintreated to viiit 
him again, and found him mod mifcrably affli&cd 
with two of the mod dangerous Symptoms that can 
appear at the End of fuch a dangerous Difttempcr 5 
viz. a long hitermijjion of his Pulfe every third 
or fourth Stroke, and a moft fatiguing Hiccup, 
which (truck him violently about ten times in a 
Minute. 

His Cafe was now deplorable and defperate (thro 9 
his own Folly), and what I was almoft ready to give up, 
cfpecially as he was then very weak and delirious : 
However, willing to a ill ft him, and calling to Mind 
the Accounts of the Musk fome time fince commu- 
nicated to this Learned Society *, was refolvcd to have 
rccourfe to it here. Accordingly I dire&cd a Draught, 
confiding of an Ounce and half of ftrong Cinamon- 
water, two Drams of compound Piony-watcr, and 
fifteen Grains of Musk, with Orders to increafe the 
Dofe of Musk to twenty Grains, and repeat the 
Draught every fix Hours. I alfo told his Wife to give 
him a Glafs of Sack, as often as he would have it $ 
and at the fame time caufed three Bliftering Plaifters 
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to be laid on to his Neck and Arms, which, among 
other things, he had refufed before. 

In four Hours after the firft Draught the intermit- 
ting Pulfe was altcr'd to a very calm regular one $ 
but the Hiccup continued with the fame Violence, 
till he had taken the fifth Draught i and then returned 
only once in fix or feven Minutes. 

His Senfes were now reftored, and he grew chear- 
ful and cafy, and faid, he would take no more of 
any kind whatfocver: But, being unwilling to ceafe 
the Exhibition of a Medicine which bid fo fair for 
his Recovery, I gave him a Glafs of Sack, into 
which the fixth Draught was privately pour'd, which 
took away his Hiccup intirely. 

The next Day he had an Appetite to eat, and was 
indulged by his Wife with a large Chicken, a great 
deal of Bread, and a Pint of Beer and Ale, which he 
eat greedily : This overcharg'd his Stomach, and 
brought on his Hiccup again, which fatigued him 
much, before I vifited him in the Afternoon. 
Whereupon I dirc&ed a purging Draught immedi- 
ately, which emptied him well, and conqucr'd his 
Hiccup, and every other bad Symptom. 

Next Day I found him well, limited his Diet for 
a few Days, with Dire&ions to repeat his Purge 
once more, after three Days $ and in a Fortnight he 
went abroad. 

The Blifters might perhaps conduce, in fome 
meafure, to do him Service j but, as the Man was 
fo many Days ill, ,and reduced to a Condition very 
little, if at all, better than that of a dying Man, I 
believe the Musk, rather than the Blifters, was the 
Medicine that reftored him : For I have often ken 
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the latter applied In a greater Number in vain, even 
when the Symptoms were not lb fecmingly defpe- 
rate as in the Cafe before you. 

He took near one hundred and fwc Grains of Musk 
in about thirty Hours; but I can't fay he either (lept 
orperfpired more than ordinary upon it. 



XVI. Part of a Letter from the Rev. 5Dr* 
Miles, F.R.S. to Mr. Henry Baker, F.R.S. 
concern? ug Electrical Fire. 

"Dear Sir, 
Read Feb. so.^riroU query, Whether that fubtil Fire 
l;4? * A which kindles warm'd Spirit of 

Wine, be reiident in the Body from which it evi- 
dently iflfues, and be kindled occafionally ? or, Whe- 
ther it comes from the excited Tube pervading in- 
flantancoufly the Body it is applied to? or, laftly, 
whether there arc certain Principles in the Air, 
which are thus agitated, into an extemporaneous 
Lightning ? Thcfc Queries are certainly very com- 
prehcnfive aed important $ I wifh I were able to re- 
turn you fomewhat more iatisfa&ory than Suppo- 
sitions. 

I incline to think the elc&rical and luminous 
Effluvia to be the fame, and not diflindt Subftances. 
Mr, Rauksbee fcems to diftinguiih them, intimating, 
that no luminous Matter would be communicated 
from an excited Cylinder of Wax to his Finger, when 
brought near to the Cylinder, though it attracted 
lHit Bodies; but it is to be obferved, that this Cv- 
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